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21 AF commander visits Team Charleston
By Col. Rusty Findley
437 AW Commander

We are pleased to host Maj. Gen. George N. Williams,
21st Air Force commander, and his spouse, Mary Anne, for
their first official visit to Charleston AFB.  They’ll be
visiting from today through Monday, and we have all types
of activities planned for their stay.  The general will also
make opening remarks at the Company Grade Officer’s
Council luncheon Monday at noon in the Charleston
Club.  He will also fly a mission in one of our C-17s to
North Auxiliary Airfield.  We will showcase our people and
all the great programs and facilities we have at Charles-
ton.  I know they will leave confident that we are the finest
airlift wing on the face of the planet.

It was my pleasure to recognize some of our people at
staff meeting who took great pride in making sure our
billions of dollars of assets are safeguarded.  The following
individuals showed that they do their jobs and then some
with a true sense of pride, professionalism and passion
that is second-to-none.

2nd Lt. Lisa Dobbels, as the Wing Intel Resource Protec-
tion Monitor, updated the Wing Intelligence section’s
Resource Protection Operating Instruction and estab-
lished a second-to-none training program in only one
week.  Her efforts are now used as the Wing template for
other Resource Protection Monitors to follow.

Senior Master Sgt. Carl Austin Jr., 437th Logistics
Group production superintendent, distinguished himself
during a security education and training exercise by
single-handedly removing a perpetrator from the flightline
restricted area without incident.  Senior Airman Joseph
Maurin, fuels flight in the 437th Supply Squadron, also
distinguished himself during a security education and
training exercise by detecting an unauthorized individual
wearing a “bogus” restricted area badge.  He also single-
handedly removed the perpetrator from the flightline
restricted area.

We’re making good progress in preparing for our mobil-
ity exercises this month and the even larger one at North
Field in January.  It’s been almost two and half years
since we exercised in this manner.  Now is the time to get
ready, as the process of deploying can be very labor-
intensive and time-consuming.  We are conducting a
variety of training for our Unit Deployment Managers and
Crisis Action Team members.  Thanks to Lt. Col. Kerm
Getz and wing plans for their hard work in preparing
everyone.  I look forward to demonstrating/exercising our
“go-to-war” capabilities.

We had a good showing to hear Bobby Harnage, na-
tional president for the American Federation of Govern-
ment Employees, speak Wednesday at a luncheon in the
Charleston Club.  We are pleased with the great strides
that have been made to improve our relationship with
AFGE Local 1869, and it was a real honor to have the
national president visit for a day and a half.  We have a
great team working together to take care of our valued
civilian employees, who are critical to our mission suc-
cess.

I’d like to welcome the inspectors that are reviewing
our healthcare programs at the 437th Medical Group as
part of their Joint Commission on Accreditation of Health
Care Organizations and Health Services Inspection Dec.
6-8.  We look forward to their feedback and suggestions.
For more details, see the Airlift Dispatch article on page 1.

The HSI team chief is Col. David Corman, and he will
be joined by Col. Mary Ann Orzech, Col. Shirley Rogers,
Lt. Col. Danny Glover, Lt. Col. Alan Doerman, Lt. Col.
Patrick Johnson, Maj. James Davis, Jr., and Chief Master
Sgt. Teresa Seufert.

The team leader from the JCAHO is Dr. Morton Dann,
and he will be joined by his administrator, Paul Hargis.

We also welcome observers from Kirtland AFB, N.M.
and Lajes Field, Azores that are joining the inspectors.

Everyone is invited to attend the base’s annual Christ-

mas Tree Lighting
ceremony
Wednesday, 6
p.m., at Bldg.
1600,  wing
headquarters.
The ceremony will
feature refresh-
ments, a holiday
sing-along and a
visit from Santa
Claus, whose
transportation will
be provided by
our firefighters.
Get into the
holiday spirit by
coming out to
enjoy the fun.

Team Charles-
ton recently
pulled together
again to support
Secretary of
Defense William
Cohen and his
support staff on
their trip to the Middle East from Nov. 13-23.  The wing
moved his entourage of up to 40 people through 8 coun-
tries in 11 days.  This was also the first time we flew the
aircraft in this configuration with a special communica-
tions and distinguished visitor “silver bullet” module.

The success of this mission can be attributed to the
outstanding contributions of this entire wing, both within
their respective specialties and wherever else they could
lend a hand to make the mission happen.  This truly was
a team effort from everyone involved.

The primary aircrew (from the 17th Airlift Squadron) for
the aircraft that flew Secretary Cohen on all but four legs
were: Capt. Kelly Madden, aircraft commander; Maj.
Bradford Barnett, first pilot; Capt. Hugh Hamilton, III,
copilot; Tech. Sgt. Thomas Harrison, NCOIC loadmaster;
and Staff Sgt. Wayne Foy, loadmaster.

The primary aircrew (from the 15th Airlift Squadron) for
the backup aircraft were:  Capt. Richard Sheetz, aircraft
commander;  Maj. Edward Schmidt, aircraft commander;
Capt. David Dye, copilot; 1st Lt. Shawn Serfass, first pilot;
Master Sgt. Tony Helton, NCOIC loadmaster; and Airman
Jacob Sampson, loadmaster.

In addition to the primary and backup aircrews, we had
additional aircrew members augment these aircrews.  We
also had great support from the 437th Security Forces
Squadron members who provided security for our aircraft
while on the ground and from our 437th Civil Engineer
Squadron Explosive Ordnance Disposal flight.  Several
people from McGuire AFB, N.J., also assisted.

A big thanks to our maintenance community for their
always outstanding support.  A special thanks to the
flying crew chiefs from the 437th Aircraft Generation
Squadron: Master Sgt. Kevin Phifer, Senior Airman Adam
Sereika, and Airman 1st Class Jesus Shelby.

Of course, I would be remiss if I didn’t thank our
mission commanders for this very important mission:
Col. “Dice” Allardice, 437th Operations Group com-
mander, and Maj. Glenn Rousseau, 17th Airlift Squadron.
Both commanded the two C-17 aircraft and 38 crew
members to support this mission tasking.

A special thanks to our current operations lead plan-
ner Jim Moore, 437th Operations Support Squadron, who
also helped pull it all together.  Also in the 437th OSS, Lt.
Dobbels from our Intel shop did a lot of pre-mission
research on the Intel side and provided outstanding
mission support.  Great job by all!

As the holiday season is in full swing, please have fun,
but be careful.  Have a safe, but enjoyable weekend.
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